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and under that ſhelter ſpeciouſly de- 


fended themſelves: their procedure 
obliged the champions of chriſti- 
anity to follow and attack them 
within the verge of philoſophy; 
dut by the. occaſional ſhifting of 
principles and ſyſtems, and a dexte- 
_ rous ule of equivocal language, the 
A FF 


N the conteſt carried on for ſome 
years paſt between the defenders 
of chriſtianity and Deiſts, the lat- 
ter always appealed to philoſophy, 1 


* 
3 „44 
* 


N 5 | oh * 1: 
; aper beeame «kat chaſe thro? | 


24 labyrinth, in Which the retreats 
vere endleſs, and the victory always 


incompleat: this obſervation made 


me wiſh, the principles of philoſophy 
that enter into the diſpute were more 
clear, limited, and deciſive. It ſeem- 
ed reaſonable to me to conclude, 
chat true religion cannot be incon- 
fiſtent with . true philoſophy; hat 
if men be obliged to any prin in | 
2 ſtate of nature, ſuch duties are the 
x.» - indubirable_ laws of God, and they 
cannot differ eſſentially tom tlie du- 
ties the Deity is pleaſed to require of 
us by revelation. Hence 1 en N 
that the plan ofthe mind of man, ifat- 
tentively obſerved, and falthfully de- 
Uneated, mult give light inte the 
intention and end of his creation ; 
x laftthe! eager deſire of each party 


„ 


5 — philoſophy beit ownre- 
ligious opinions, demonſtrates the ſe- 
| ago mankind have of the neceſſi- 

noſophy mould witneſs 

8 the religion. Full of theſe reflections, 


I ſet out in an enquiry into the na- 
ture of the human mind, with a view 


77 poſſible, to diſcover ſome traces of 5 
duty and natural religionz and to 


try if any principles may be ſolidly 


eſtabliſhed in public view, which 


may prove deciſive in the Abuse 
dernen chriſtians and deiſts. 


e may ts. x to ee 


. "trial of religion by philoſophy, on 
account of the weakneſs and 1 incer- 


tainty of human reaſon ;, but deiſts 8 
can have no objections to it, without 


»biddis 


g defiance toall equitable prin- 


ne a: abend, for cen 2. is 


| their 


x: - expreſfions pa 


„ a 
F 


their only re rel urce for the defence of 
their opinions : in fact, this 15 bring 1 
mg the diſpute t to that tribunal they 
f themſelves ſer up ag gainſt revelation” 
ab given bite alk l ay r 
: general deſign, my preſent buſineſs" 
with my reader is to inform him,” 
that when I. made ſome little bo. 
greſs in my obſervations 611 hel hu⸗ 
man mind, 1. found myſelf 7 TOY 
inobjections anddifficulties thataroſe” - 
from ambiguities, and from A ftaddt 8 
lent uſe of janguage, P peculiat to 6 O- 7 


dern philoſophy: found 8 era 2 
ed Wes, heb Uf 


ſimple, ideas that comè to the imagii 
nation from ſenſation and this cheat 
made uſe of to favolit Falſe! bam“ 
ciples, of the' moſt PethiciGhs' Y 
ence d Br reaſon ; af pra : 
= i by 02.7 10 llt Nag golf gen 


7 


F 


* found metaphorical expreſſions adop- 


ted in philoſophy, for the fake of 


| making : 1 deceitful tranſiti tion from : 
the metaphorical, to a proper fenſe. 


The confuſion and perverſe train of 
reaſoning occaſioned by theſe abuſes 


of language, obliged me, before 15 
cCould proceed in the theory of man, 5 
1, clear, away. the rubbiſh of equi- 

voque, by, way of introduction; $5 

WI ys 1 eee prepped. in the two” 


*.5% % £ 


85 third d ut kg jr f 
upon ma review that 1 unhingecd 
many, ſettled. opinions, and 2 


up .ſo much of a foundations e 
modern, phil 


4 


pen to ſtop 8 and, publiſh the 
| intsednction apart, in order to take 
the 


t in 1 


the ſenſe of my cotemporaries 
b. theſe my releions, b re el roceec 


e * acknowledged by my candid 
ron dure out; it is, That 
there is a poſſibility that the Body | 
I 80 of the learned may be impoſed 
£ upon by the preſent mode of 
a Philoſophy; and that falſe princi- 
ples in this age we live in, may have 
ot their currency from the ſtamp and 
e faſhion. of the times. The vari- 
ou revolutions in the ſyſtems of 
the learned, have abundantly proved 
the poſſibility I ſpoke of; in conſe- 
quence ef which, I hope my impar- 
. tial reader will grant me withour dif- 
ficulty, that no names, or ſyſtems, 
SENTEer reſpectable, ſhould be al- 
lowed 


tis) 


mne any weight . RT EIN 
or demonſtration. I cannot indeed 
help owning, that the obſcurity of the 
- Vriter, and the great names I have 
to contend with, make a contraſt. 
/ thas with a little irony may be 
© wrought 1 into a ſmart and humourous 
critique: but this is che very thing 
oe | proteſt againſt, ſince that mode of 
argument can never be ſatisfactory, 
that may be urged equally againſt 
every author who ever ventured to 
think in a new tract, and that may 
ſerve to defend everv ſyſtem however 
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INTRODUCTION ce. 
R 18 | i 8 — . K 
: | "Of pleaſure, bein, ſel f love, and ſe If-i The 5 
erh. 
1. T) EFASURE FER are gene- 
ral terms, conſequently they have 
no ſenſibleor determinate idea annexed to 
them, ne more than the terms "vegetables; -- _ 
tree, fruit, colvur,. or any other word | 
1 B = of : 


( 3 7 

of general import. To explain this 
matter a little, I need only repeat ſome. 
common-place principles, that are to be 
met with in every writer who has treated 
of the conceptions of the human under- 
ſtanding. They obſerve, that the ima- 
gination is only capable of conceiving - 
the ideas that have been impreſſed on it 
by the ſenſes, or by a perception of the 
operations of the mind itſelf ; whence it 
is evident, that the whole ſtock of its 
ideas muſt conſiſt in particulars, that 
have been fixed 1 upon the Oar by ex- 
perience. 


2. In the formation of language, it was 
eaſy to give proper names to objects mu- 
tually known, to William and Thomas, 

to Cooper i- hill and the Thames. But 
it often became neceſſary, to treat of ob- 
Jects with which the hearers had no ac- 


 . quaintance, Here then would: lye an 
inluper- 


. : 
 inſaperable obſtacle to the further pro- 
greſs of language, if general ſimilarities in 
the objects of nature, that are obvious at 
the firſt glance, had, not ſmoothed the | 
difficulty, by parcelling tnem out into 
diſtinct claſſes to the imagination, and 
thus giving a foundation to general terms. 
This advance in language required little 
trouble or invention; for in looking over 
the particular objects that occurred, 

it was impoſſible to paſs without no- 


tice, the ſtriking ſimilarity or like- 


neſs that ſubſiſts between ſeveral in- 
dividuals, and that ſerves to caſt them 
into ſeparate tribes or ſpecies. This ge- 
neral fimilitude found in nature became 
a model to men, according to which they 
formed ſpecific names, each of which, on 
that account, comprehends a ſort. or ſpe- 
cies, and diſtinguiſhes them from all 
others, ſuch as the words cow, horſe, 
55 Hp, oak, aſb, elm; one oak tree is ſo 
. like- 


. kd jo 
* * N , 
5 * 
— * . 
a 9 * $ „ * 
. 4 1 


Jike to another in its leaves, fruit, bark, 


timber, and growth, and ſo unlike to an | 


aſh or elm, as to give occaſion to the 
general name oak, under which that whole 


ſpecies are diſtinguiſhed; and thus ſpeci- 


fc names were Farid: for the different 
and ſeparate tribes of nature. After the 
invention of general names, the com- 
munication between men became eaſy.; 


the carpenter: could ſend his ſervant to 


the wood, and tell him what kind of 


tree to fell for.his purpoſe; and the tra- 
veller, ſpeaking of the Alps and the Eu- 


Phrates, is well ulderſtood, when he 
tells you that the firſt ĩs a chain of moun- 
lains, and the laſt a river. If language . 
had ſtood at the firſt ſtep, and only ex- 
preſſed particular: objects, human know- 


ledge muſt have been for ever in an infant 


Nate; but by the help of ſpecific terms, 
men are enabled to tranimit to poſterity, 


maxims and [oſervations « that - ſhall 


„ ; bold 


. * 


Edld good, as long as the ſpecies continue 
on earth. a 


'S { was ſo far directed in the forma-- 
tion of language by:the obvious plan of 
the creation; but his fruirful invention 
carried him yet further, where, his direc- 
tions were looſer, and leſs diſtinct. He 
united ſeveral ſpecies under a more ge- 
neral name, as oak; aſh; elm, &c. under 
the more extenſive word tree kine, ſheep, 
horſe, under the word cattle; by which 
management were parcelled out the 
objects of nature, into ſeveral great 
wards or diviſions, called generals or 
genus; . each: of which comprehends- 


ſeveral ſpecies, as each ſpecies takes in: 


various particulars ; whence it is manifeſt, 
that general expreſſions do not ſerve to re- 


| preſent or determine any object of na- | 


ture, nor any idea we receive trom the- 


| ſanſles;. which e are en particulars; 8 
b they 


———— 
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they are uſeſul in language, for their proper- 
ty of being applicable to any one of divers 
ſpecies out of view, and for determining 
the great ward, or diviſion in nature, 
to which the particular object or ſpecies 
belongs. You may ſay thoſe general 
expreſſions repreſent abſiract ideas if you 
will; all that is neceſſary to my purpoſe, 
is, to render it clear, that general or 
abſtract terms, call them as you pleaſe, 
do not repreſent any particular objects 
exiſting in nature, but are mere crea- 
tures of the mind, formed to claſs the 

objects of perception into platoons or 

diviſions, for the ſaxe of perſpicuity and 
order, and the convemence of conveying - 
general knowledge. | 


> ho Having premiſed theſe trite obſerva- 
tions, I proceed to ſhew that pleaſure 
and pain are terms of general import, 


and therefore have no particular diſtin& 
1. repre- 


SE 


ff repreſentation in the mind. When I 


ſpeak of pleaſure I enjoyed yeſterday, 
you are wholly at a loſs for a diſtin& 
conception anſwerable to it: you may 
ſearch your imagination, but you will 
find no ſenſible idea annexed to the word 


Pleaſure, until, from the different ſpecies 


of pleafures, whereof you have had ex- 
perience, one particular kind be ſingled 


out. Vou may apply that general word 


to the charms of muſic, to a delicious 


| banquet, to exerciſe, or reſt; but the 


_ Charms of muſic, the pleaſing taſte of 
food, agreeable exerciſe, or | reſt after 


fatigue, are as different ſpecies, and as 
diſtant in their relation to each other, 
as oak, aſh, and elm; or apples, pome- 


granates, and ſtrawberries : we may in 
the ſame manner ſpeak of pain; we have 


no particular or diſtin idea in the ima- 
gination annexed to it, until we have, 


from amongſt various ſpecies of evils, 


* 
Et | 


ſelected 
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elected A e TY 2 diſegroeable- 
ſmell, a grating ſound, the death of a 


friend, the rigors of cold or burning. | | 


"Nothing can be more obvious, than that 


theſe evils do not differ from each other, 


as greater or leſſer of one kind, but as 
"evils of different kinds; the truth of 


which is not the iſſue of reaſoning, or 


matter of heſitation; it is che perfect aſſu- 


rance of ſenſe and feeling, of which 1 
15 "requeſt my reader to ſatisfy himſelf per- 


Bang at his entrance on the theory of 
man, and try if the ſlighteſt reflection on 
the pleaſures and pains I mentioned, does 
not convince him without liberty of doubt 
ing, that. they are of different kinds. 


If this be a point then evident to ſenſe - 
and feeling, it is certain, that Mr. Locke 
contradicts the cleareſt intuitions of 


the mind, when he aſſerts chat whatever 
delight or moleſt us are, on the one 


be different degrees of the ſame. thing % 
4 | pleaſurg,. 5 


1. 
N44 


© | - 


2 ; a. 
wo & * Y 


5 plea 18 * on the N diffetent. de- - 


grees of the ſame thing pain; and that 


he is under the ſame miſtake, when he 
_ calls pleaſure and pain ſimple ideas- 


5. To conceive the vaſt extent of theſe» 
words, and the prodigious diſtances by 


which the various ſpecies of pleaſures- | 
and pains are ſeparated, we need only 


recollect, that pleaſures and pains arrive to 
the mind, by every one of the ſenſes... 


Some of the ſources of pleaſure may be 
wholly ſtopped up, and a ſpecies of de- © 
light interrupted by the want of a ſenſe, 


ſo that we can have no idea whatſoever 
of that kind of pleaſure, while the reſt: 
remain perfect, within our knowledge 


and enjoyment. The glory. of light, 


and the beauteous variety. of colours, 
can have no exiſtence in the imagination 


of a man born blind. The melody of 
0 VG and the charms. of the human 


voice 


—— —ů ͤ —U 
—— — ꝛ—— — — 
— K = 


3 


— — —— 
— —— —˙*—— ä 
2 0 — 8 . . — 

- N 


—— — —— ůñk— —— —— ——ů——— — — — — = — 
— — — > 
—— — — — cs 69 
— — — aw a — — 4 a 
. 9 a. ths 2 — * 
1 2 . * —_ 


3.1 1 (44 (f N ** 
voice, are id e the poſſeſſions of a deaf 


man. However wide and various the 
Extent” of the ſenſes be, there is ſtill a 
more diſtant order of pleaſures that de- 
pend remotely upon the ſenſes, and are 


called intellectual pleaſures, 


f 6. The manner in ach we - acquire a 
knowledge of pleaſure and pain, will 
direct us to the real particular ſpecies, 
that give occaſion to the general names. 
We never feel any but particular pleaſures 
and pains. An infant feels hunger, thirſt, 
cold, and ſickneſs; by advancing his 
hand too near a candle, he burns him 
ſelf; when in courſe of time he comes 


to learn language, he i is taught to- pave 


theſe, and all other offenſive ſenſations 
of different kinds, the name of pain, 
Juft as he learns the uſe. of other general 


e : 0 at e then is nothing 
„ elle 


5 ; ( wo F 


elſe but thoſe different Kagel : Let 
us ſuppoſe a ſtatue, gradually endowed 

with life and the human character, firſt 
receiving indifferent perception, ſuch AS 
glides over the mind in a revery or inat- 


. tention; in which ſtate i it is devoid of a 


principle of pain : let it be next rouſed 
from a ſtate of calm perception, by the 

_ appetite hunger; here is one door opened 
for pleaſure and pain, altho' there n 
be nothing diſtinct from the mere 
appetite introduced into the breaſt. 
Yet what are underſtood by the words 
pleaſure and pain, ſelf- love and "felf- 
' Intereſt, have already found footing there. 
Let there be added further, the whole 
groupe of human paſſions, appetites, and 
averſions; you have then before you the 
ſelfiſh creature man; and you ſee a crea- 
tion made of the 8 of pleaſu ure, and 
8 | averſion to pain, altho' in fact, there is 
Hot exiſtence given to any thing, beſide 

the 
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the human inclinations, averſions, and 


ſenſations; ſuch as hunger, ſickneſs, 


thirſt, love, pride, ambition, &c. The 


love of pleaſure and averſion to pain then 


is nothing different from the various in- 


clinations and averfions 1 We ſcel. 


T he ; of 1 pet's anion. to 
pain, cannot therefore be principles of. 
action in the mind, nor indeed have any 


exiſtence there, but as general terms. 


Here, I muſt» expect an outcry againſt i 


me, from the whole race of ſelfiſn philo- 
ſophers. Are not the love of pleaſure 
and averſion to pain, the original prin- 
 ciples, and. radical ſtems, from which 


the paſſions, appetites, and inclinations, 
vegetate, and the hinges on which they 
turn? If my indulgent reader will pleaſe - 
te give his attention to the Jait para- 
graph, he will find ſatisfactory proofs, 


that the appetites, and inclinations do not. 


ſpring. E | 


as 


nn, 


"ſpring from the 1 of ates or 1 580 
to pain, felt- love, or intereſt; ſeeing that 
pleaſure, pain, ſelf- love and inter- 
eſt, depend themſelves ultimately on 
the paſſions and appetites; that is, 
we are not hungry becauſe we love 
e re, nor becauſe it is our intereſt 
to eat. Hunger is not the effect of 
judgment, or 8 it is involun- 
«tary. the truth i is, we are pleaſed with | 
-eating becauſe we are hungry, and not 
+hungry. becauſe we are willing to be fo, 
or have diſcovered that it is our intereſt. 
to nouriſh - the body with food. We 
may ſay in- the ſame manner of thirſt, 
of love, of ambition, and jealouſy; they 
are not the effects of deſign and choice, 


they proceed not from our | love | of plea- 88 | 
=ſure, or ſelf-intereſt ; but our - intereſts, 


our pleaſures, and. pains, are formed by 


The 


2 x. 5 


. difficulty 'of conceiving 
what I fay, confiſts in diſtinguiſhing : 
| cfeatly;' between general and particular 
expreſſions. © Are we not ſenſible of ſuch. 
l motives i in the human 'breaſt, as pleaſure- 
=_ and pain; and does not every one feel 
| them, ſays a modern philoſopher ? Ves, 
juſt as there are in the world ſuch things 
ads trees and fruit; and every one „ 
| Fe: sgi Joes not want his ſight, ſces'them ; but 
| 0. cel the word tree does not mean any thing 
vol. 2 in nature, diſtin from the various ſpe- 
„i; cies of trees, nor the word fruit any 
| 190” thing diſtinct from the various kinds. 
of fruit. In the like maniier; there are 
| ſuch perceptions as pleaſure and pain; 
we all feel them, when by thoſe words 
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for the particular pleaſures and pains we 
have experienced; abſtracted from which, 
wh are weve en that e no rea- 

h i ONE 


tu: 


you mean to make a general expreſſion 8 


; * 


„„ 


| Hoy in ls but leſs than fick | 
bt e 


5 * 
7. From what has en abſrived, it ig 


obvious that it can no more be ſaid with N 
propriety or truth, that pleaſures and 
pains are the firſt ſprings and movers 5 * 
human action, when we have not atacit 
reterence to the particular ſpecies of b 
ſures and pains, than it can be ſaid, 
that we make a fire of wood in general 


without any particular ſpecies of wood. 


and as it is neither ſelf-love, nor a love 
of pleaſure, makes an infant eat when 
he is hungry, or drink when he is thirſty, 
but the appetites; by looking cloſely 
into the motives of human actions, we 
ſhall find thoſe univerſal paſſions, that 


make ſuch a parade in modern philoſophy, 1 | 


_ wholly uſeleſs and inactive; and that 


all the operations attributed. to them, |; 


are really performed by ambition, envy, 


7 pride, and the other particular inclinati- 


ons and appetites of the human breaſt. 


- 


(469 


5 Philoſophers, i in "Reps hg of echtem, = 
; generally take care to have a potent prin-. 
eiple in reſerve, to perform all their 
drudgery, and extricate them out of all 
difficulties. The Peripatetics had their 
1 ſubſtantial forms; the adepts in the ani- 
mal motion have their animal ſpirits; the 
eternal drudges of modern philoſophy, 
are ſelf-love and ſelfintergſi but any 
one who has read the foregoing lines 
| -attentively, | muſt obſerve, that there 
pr is no neceſlity for ſuppoſing the exiſt- 
© _ ence of ſelf.-love as an univerſal prin- 
a ciple; and that while we have natural. ap- 
petites and paſſions to impel us, if we 
ſuppoſe the univerſak agency of ſelf- love, 
we admit a double principle, without 
y occaſion. . Hunger alone is un- gels 
goubtedly ſufficient ' to impel a, man to 
eat, and thirſt to make him drink; 0 
ATieed then of loeking out for any other 
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original principle, to perſuate in 0 0 ext 
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9. If eee prej ee A denen, 
and look at the man of nature, we Will 


ſoon diſcover the truth in this caſe. We 


find ourſelves, and ſee others blindly and 7 


involuntarily. impelled by the force of in- 
clination or averſion, which we feel 
equally, whether the enjoyment we (ey. © 
be for our intereſt or no: nay, tho we 
ſee plainly our ruin depenès upon it, we 
ſtill feel the deſire, and often plunge | 
deliberately into deſtrution with our 


eyes open. But, ſays Mr. Locke, this is 


the force of preſent deſire or uneaſineſs, 


acting againſt our deliberate intereſt, and 


the greater v iſible good; it is, I oton it: 


therefore we are not always determined by 
deliberate ſelſ- intereſt, or the kind wiſhes” 
we have for ourſelves, but muſt have ſome 


other motive, and a ſtiong one, khat is 


thus able to inſult and depoſe felt interek. 
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If Mr. Locke had proceeded a ow firs. J 
| ther, he would have diſcovered the truth, 
that the preſent uneaſineſs or defire is | 
oi med by the natural inclinations and ap- 
: * 28 the true ſprings of human actions. 
11 is plate that It” felf-love” or ſelf- 
intereſt ultimately formed the ſprings of 
— action and plan of life, we would never 
give up our cafe and content, nor ſuffer 
| dle growth of pride, of anxiety, jealouſy, 
nor envy, thoſe torturers of the human 
breaſt. When the modern philoſophers 


put ſelf- intereſt at the head of the paſ- 
ſions, they formed a labyrinth, from 


vrhick they were never able to extricate 
themſelves; and put themſelves under 
the neceſſity of making a variety of 
forced and painful evolutions, and c coun- 
termarches in their ſyſtem, to account 
for the eagerneſs with which men plunge 
into the way of cares, fatigues, and diſ- 
| . 35 and: for thelffeternal ten- 
1 . dency 


* 


\ 


enn). 


dency to forſake peace of mind and con- 
a tent, and act with their eyes open againſt 
their intereſts. The ſelfiſh philoſopher. 


al obliged to ſhew us, how ſelf-love dif- 
treſſes us with compaſſion, and mates us 


take part with the unfortunate; how 


_ It betrays us into the inquietudes of love, 
5 and tortures of jealouſy; how it makes 


us in the midſt of deſpair, even then, 


eagerly foſter and indulge the devouring 


paſſion: be is obliged to explain how 
| Intereſt inſpires the yet inocent virgin's 


' boſom with a tenderneſs, whoſe end or 


gratification ſhe does not comprehend z 


-and he muſt ſuppoſe that the ſame mo- 
tive whets the appetite for food, to repair 
the decays of the body, altho' we be not 


- 


conſcious that we are the projectors of 


the appetite, and know as little of the 


cauſes of it, as we do of the ceconomy 
of the ſtomach after we have eaten. The 


truth is, we know, by the cleareſt i intui- 
A " a either the Appetite - For food, 
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nor the tender paſſion, are deſigned or 


calculated by us ; on the contrary, we 


are not ſurer of our own exiſtence, than 
that they are involuntary emotions; and if 

a neither ſelf-love nor ſelf- intereſt be the 
| motives of thoſe deſires, which preſerve 
our own being, or the continuation of 
the ſpecies, it is in vain to Tuppoſe that 


they are the primary ſprings of any other : 


poop or appetite. CE TY > 


PEE > 


10. It is very carefully to - ae 
ox; that I do not deny the reality of ſelf- 


love and felf-intereft; my view is only 
to reduce thoſe. words, and the ideas an- 


nexed to them, to the exact ſtandards of 


nature, and to that part they really act 
in the human mind. All, the ſignifica- 
tion we can attribute totte word felf-lve, 
is, that we our ourſelves feel our own incli- 

ations and averſions, and are ſimulated | 
by them. The word: love, when direc- 
ted to external objects, has quite a diffe- 


rent meaning n che famgg word ap- 


tm) 


plied to ſelf properly ſpeaking, love ſig- . 


niſies an inclination of the-mind to enjoy 


in ſome manner, «an external object; in 
this ſenſe, we cannot love or deſire our- 


ſel ves. What is called ſelf. love is very 


foreign from this idea, and means no 


more than that we feel our own deſires ; ; 
that the impulſe or inclination has a cer- 
tain determined final end or object, which 
when attained, the uneaſineſs of the de- 
| Gre ceaſes to goad the mind, and we are 


reſtored to our former eaſe and traaqui- 


lity; but we feel not this impulſe, be- 


cauſe we do love ourſelves; | ſelllove | 


eught therefore to be diſtinguiſhed from 
the inclination that attracts us to exter- 
Tal objects. In fat, mankind are ſo 
tat" from finding attraction or compla- 


ceney in themſelves, that they fly their 
_ own converſation, and induſtriouſſy diſ- 
= engage themſelbes from their own com- 
y plünging into amuſement and 
: crouds: even thoſe who are fondeſt * 
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dolitude, e the imagination on ſo- 
1 8 reign 
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in Can external 8 on hee 
of grandeur, poetic ſcenes, or dreams of 
love. But when they loſe the view of 

_ theſe, and ſuch pleaſing viſions, they 
are as miſerable as the reſt of mankind, 
in a 8 and ſelf-accompanied . | 


n There In add. «tne of ſelf- 
intereft in the human breaſt, to which 


| moſt of our actions and our plan of 
life is to be referred; but it is a ſubor- 


dinate principle, and very diſferent from 


the all- comprehe nding ſelf-intereſt that 


appears in the ſyſtem of the ſeifiſh phi- 
Joſophers. The true account of it is 


as follows: man, who is a ſagacious and 


obſervant animal, draws general obſer- 


vations and. conclufions from the paſt 


part of life to the future, and models 


his preſent conduct to ſupply the calls 


of his hunger, thirſt, pride, and of his 
other paſſions and defires, for the time to 


come. A provident ſcheme of operati- 


ons, 


( 23 9 . 


ons, that "BY in view our inclinations, 


appetites and averſions in future life, is. 


properly called ſelf-intereſt : but this 


ſelf-intereſt of the man of nature pre- 


ſuppoſes the exiſtence of the appetites of 


the mind and body, and is ſubſervient to 


them, If the appetites ceaſe, ſelf-intereſt, 


and felf-love have no longer any exiſtence 


or meaning. Let pride, and the trouble- 


ſome ſenſations of cold and heat, be no 
more felt by our ſpecies; in ſuch caſe, 


half the ſources of ſelf-love and- ſelf- 
| Intereſt are ſtopped up; our deſires of 
dreſs, or even of covering, of diſtinction, 
and agreeable accompliſhments, are ex- 
tinguiſhed; and fo far ſhould we be from 


affecting palaces, or fine houſes, that 
hardly any one would be at the trouble 
to build himielf a hut, and we ſhould 
return back to ſleep under trees, or in 
caves. If you would nearly take away 


the other half of ſelf-intereſt, let hunger 
— thirſt be known n let food, 
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In its men perfection, grow to our hand; 
pe only give us the trouble of pulling 
it off from the bended bough. In that 


| fituation, the miſer would take no more 
pains for gold, than at preſent he does 


for broken bits of glaſs or tinſel; and 
ſelf- intereſt would vaniſh like a liver 


whoſe fountains are dried up. Self- 
iůntereſt is diſtipguiſhed from the appetites- 


and inclinations, as the fore-ſight of a2 


paſſion is from the preſent impulſe of the 


ſame paſſion; it is therefore more calm, 
moderate, and deliberate; it takes ſcope 
for a regular plan of lite : at a diſtance 


we view ſedately the objects of our ap- 
petites and inclinations, and are able to 


make a tacit balance and compariſon, in 


proportion to their greatneſs and apparent 
value, and to 05 our conduct accord- 


ingly : this power of balancing good and. 


evil, preſent and future, while the mind 
is ſedate and free, is the material part 
of what we call en! but this even 


% 


and. 


i { 25 ) 


and regular plan of coadud is always 
5 Wilbeded by the exorbitant preſſure of 
the preſent paſion or impulſe, which, like 
a mighty current, drags us perpetually 
out of the courſe of reaſon, f in the voyage 
ol life; whence it is, that thoſe who in- 

7 dulce we preſent paſſion, at the expence 
of future happineſs of vaſtly greater 
extent or duration, are ſaid to act irra- 


tionally; that is, they have not made 


a balance in their own minds; or if they 
have, they determined in favour of the 
leſſer pleaſure, becauſe its influence is 
preſent; or, to ſpeak in Mr, Locke's: 


phraſe, becauſe it is juſtnow attended with 


uneaſineſs. Real ſelf-intereſt then, is evi- 
dently a ſubordinate and dependant prin- 


ciple, that owes its exiſtence to the ap- 


petites and paſſions. The ſelf-intereſt I 
would explode, is that of the ſelfiſh phi- 


loſophy, which is ſuppoſcd to be in hu- 
man nature the primary ſpring and firſt 


mover of. our actions; and in that frigid 


ſyſtem, 
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142. 


5 ad is looked upon as the parent . . 
the paſſions. When we have diſcovered 


that the felf-intereſt that obtains in 


nature, is only the calm deſire of making 


proviſion ſor our paſſions and appetites, 
then the inclinations that impell us to 


action appear; the plan of human nature, 


opens to viewz we ſee why men ſtep cooly 


and conſiderately into vice and toil; and 
we get a glimmering of the capricious | 
part which reaſon generally W in 
the drama of life. 


\ 


12. Wie enquired into the true 


value of the words pleaſure, pain, ſelf- 
love, and ſelf-intereſt ; I muſt add, that 
they are uſeful terms in converſation and 
philoſophy, when they are confined to 
their intrinſic meaning and value. Self- 
love is that ſecret, involuntary, impreſſed 
force of unknown ſuperior power, by 
which the paſſion or appetite impels us 
to the enjoyment of the object of ſatiety, 
or drags us from the object of averſion; _ 
2 and 


and ſelf-intereſt i is 2 a prepara- 
tion for the entertainment and ſatiety x 
of our paſſions and appetites, at a future 
regale: but theſe. terms have been 
wreſted out of their natural import, to 
make a foundation for 'a wretched, de- 
baſing, and unnatural ſyſtem of philoſo- 
phy, that has clouded common. ſenſe, 
and in theory darkened the cleareſt in- 
tuitions of the mind; that by a kind 
of magie peculiar to itſelf, has reverſed 
the order of Nature, and ſent men in a 
_ eircle, to deduce the motives of the hu- 
man heart from general and relative 
ideas, that themſelves. e on thoſe 
very motives. 7 
13. Let us al” Ps difin&ion 
| 3 and ſet their exact limits to Jy 
terms, pleaſure, pain, and ſelf-love. 
obſervations and diſcuſſions, we _ | 
fubſtitute the general terms to particu- 
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lars, and Aten human Ans at 
i large to à love of pleaſure and averſion 
to pain, juft as we ſay, that fruit are 
the production of fruit trees. The truth 
is, in, accounting for the whole of hu- 
man actions, we are obliged | to place them | 
to the account of generals, and not to 
0 particular appetites or paſkons, becauſe 8 
they are not the effect of any one paſſion, | 
2 appetite, or averſion, but of a great many; 
but when we ſpeak of particular effects, | 
and treat of particular actions, we muſt 
quit general and indiſtinct principles, and | 
Angle out the paſſions or appetites that 
influence men. It would be equally. ob- 
ſcure to attribute the conduct of Crom- 
1 well, or of 1 . ee to belt t 
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901 may ſos was he 975 ; foundation 
of the ſelfiſh ſyſtem, and where that ſyſ- 
% 5 FO ; 5 tem. 
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dem (wells . the 3 When 
philoſophers. derived human actions in 
general from a love of pleaſure and aver- 


15! 


2 ſion to pain, the audience aſſented, be- 


75 cauſe. the effects of a variety of motives 
in a general view, could only be attri- 
buted to an abſtract or general idea, com- 
prebending all thoſe motives; but when 
they proceeded to trace the particular Ns 
actions and ſentiments from the love of 
pleaſure and averſion to pain, | from 5 
ſelf-love, or ſelf- intereſt, then they. ſet : 
the ſhadowy factitious verbal repreſen- 5 
tation, in the place of the real cauſe. | 
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fruit is the produce of fruit- trees, we 
ſpeak very intelligibly, becauſe there are 5 
many kinds of fruit- trees; but ſhould a 
traveller, ina deſcription. of the Indies, 


tell us, there is 2 certain. vegetable there 


called a fruit- tr ee, that bears pine apples, 5 
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reliſh, and flavour; ſome fit for one uſe, 
And ſome for another: that the leaves, 
bark and bloſſoms, as well as the fruit 
of the Indian fruit- tree, differ widely in 
texture and quality; no perſon would 
Judge this a juſt and proper account of 
the fruit-trees of India; yet ſuch exactly, 


and equally exceptionable, is the ſelfiſh 


philoſopher's fyſtem, by which he at- 


- tributes the various effects of the human 


inclinations, averſions, and appetites, to 
the love of pleaſure and hatred of pain, 
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woiͤdle as it really is. If the primary 
5 ſpmring of our actions be- ſelfiſhneſs, and 
5 intereſt be our ultimate view, then is 
man A be, and neceſſarily, under the 
direction of apparent reaſon. For his 
"2 +" Gio ſake he chuſes always what ſeems 
| to be right; and right and wrong are 
only names for a true and a miſtaken ink 
tereſt; vice is only a name for innocent 
- error, for misfortune, and a wrong judg · 5 al 
ment; and all our lofty ideas of e £5 
of truth, of fidelity, of gratitude and 
Humanity, all the props of morality 2nd 
natural religion, ſink at once: Goodneſs 
is but exact calculation; and man, how»: 
mo ever ſpecious his pretences be, appears 15 
no more than an animal of more extenſive 
| running, without real dignity or worth, 
but that of being more potent than his 
dumb and unſociable N the . 
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cauſe, elfe lebe, to make you” est, why" 21 


ſhould not you. allow ſelfeloye, 5 as a ſe- . 


. 


* 1 T OF a 1 81157 
cond cauſe beſides compaſſion, to 51 * 


A 2 2 , > atk #5 8 
Lee YH WP. {| G&LIE 0 


% r 


rs) 


N 


- bin: . d dit! Il ir be . 1 
Jwered, that hunger terminates in out 
own ſupport, 1 wan would be ere 
lated and —— p59 appetite. for their 55 
ho are hun- 
gry beſore they know the purpoſe of na- 
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ture in the appetite, are actually as. diſ- 


intereſted in eating when they are hungry, 
as the tender-hearted and humane are 
in relieving the unbappy and miſerable, 4 
whoſe. diſtreſſes make them uneaſy, and 5 
melt them into tears. 1 haye often with _ 
pity beheld, the friends of virtue ſtruggle LG 
in vain againſt materialiſts and ſclfiſh phi-, 
loſophers, while they admitted the princi- 
ples of ſelf-love.or ſelf-intereſt to actuate 
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we ſhall probably in the human plan, 
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5 i readily. found ; the preſent uneaſineſs. 


is formed by the prefent PaioN'of appe- 
tite; and conſequently” „ pleaſure,, 
happineſs, ſelf-love or ſelb-intereſt, are 


not the ruling principles of man, ge 


Iprings of the paffions and. daſires. 1 
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Aaelt had ; Wa happy. for 6 kgs pleaſure 
and pain formed the ſpring- head of his 
actions, and the memory of good and evil 


N him thro! life; but the humar 
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a MFG ghd inlingfiong and appetites im- 
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emptineſs and vanity, of our puff ſuits, We 
e with the cleareſt, conviction that 
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f the words motive, impreſſion, ard ſub- 


i Race, applied t to the mind. 1 
3s 1 If men had been originally i in 
lonety and diszointed ſtate, they muſt 
at their fl ad vances to ſociety and to a 
common language, have ſtruggled with 
Hiriof infinite difficulties, to make each 
"other comprehend what ideas they an- 
nexed to their wos. It was eaſy” to fix 

0 fron n vody 


= 


5 


ersten e ude-that often becurred) 
and could! 'be/ readily pointed out, It 
was hot difficult to get a child to call} 
this a chair, that a table to call one n 
tion running, another willing, and a 
third doping. It was al ſo eaſy to eſta- 
bliſh names for paſſions; whoſe ſymptoms 

ars ſtriking and manifeſt to the- eye or 
eur; ſuch as anger, grief; joy; or for 
thoſe inclinations that determine us to 
familiar actions, and towards familiar 
objects; ſuen as hunger and thirſt; but 
how ſhall. a man diſtinguiſhby words 
the ſlighter emotions of the mind, whoſe 
ſymptoms! are tranſient and hardly. diſ- 
cernible, and that terminate in no par- 
ticular viſible object, ſuch. a8 reflection, 
d ehen/ion, Alſtur bance, diſguſt. &. 
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and lik eneſſts in che moſt diſtant abjectaas 
this fine faculty I ſpeak of, is perhaps 
tharſpirit af poetry in the human boſom ; 
at leaſt pgeſy derives from it, the whole: 
of: its creating power and enchantment; 
ſuch as its ſimilitudes, metaphors, and 
invention j and this ſubtile and remark 
able faculty it is that aſſiſts us to expreſs 
inte! ligibly-the- lighteſt and moſt latent 
emotions of the mind. We may ſup- 
poſe proper expreſſions found for the vi- 
ſible motions of the body, and for the 
eircumſtances of our appetites: theſe 
being fixedland known familiarly, we are 
enabled, by our quick ſenſe of ſimilitude, 
to apply to every emotion of the mind, 
however e slicate and tranſitory, the dew | 
nomination of any ſenſible motion or 
eireumnſtance that bears an *' analogy 
thereto, however diſtant in other reſpects: 
for inſtance, imagine, reflect; apprehend; 
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